Lions Rough Start in the Ivy League Matchups 

NEW YORK, NY – The Columbia Lions were defeated by the Harvard Pilgrims on Friday, September 29th at Levien Gymnasium. The Lions persisted through all three sets ultimately coming short of a 3-0 loss putting them at a 2-9 record for the season thus far. 
 
Columbia faced a multitude of backcourt problems in trying to create a steady defense against Harvard’s powerful hitters like Ashley Wang and Katie Vorhies on Friday, ultimately costing them important points in the game. 
	
With four new additions to the Lions team, the student-athletes are still trying to find a way to make important plays against the opposing team to create crucial stops.

“It’s important to keep a one-point-at-a-time mentality throughout the season,” said Head Coach Patrick Santiago. 

Backcourt Struggle and Libero Swap
	
After the first set, starting Libero, Yooni Park, cost the team some points by misreading the Harvard offense. The Lions started off 4-0 with a quick timeout to address early concerns. 

However, Park needed to be an anchor for her team in the back row to keep the ball off the floor eventually causing a 25-15 loss for the first set. Consequently, there was a libero swap for the last two sets giving Freshman Defensive Specialist Delaney Seaman a chance to make a difference on the court. 

“We graduated an excellent libero last year, so right now we are in the process of seeing who will be able to take over that position,” said Coach Santiago. 

Within the switch, there was a lot more action in the back row leading to only a 25-21 loss for the Lions. 

“We have a lot of great defensive specialists on the team who can take over the position but for today we made the switch just to see if we could change the dynamic on the court,” said Coach Santiago. 

Seaman came into the game and produced 8 strong digs and 3 assists to help close the gap in the score for tonight's game. 

“Our coaches always tell us to stay outside of the block so I tried my best to make sure I was putting myself in the best position to read the offensive attack and defend accordingly,” said Seaman on her contribution to the game. 


Third Set Push 

The Lions found themselves in a tight battle in the last set against the Pilgrims, consistently trying to fight for the last two points but ultimately falling short against Harvard to lose 28-26. 
	
With strong blocks from Juliana Williamson (18) and some great assists from Ruby van der Heide (20), the Lions showcased their strength and tenacity in trying to keep the game alive however, it wasn't enough to stop Harvard’s dominant front row. 


UP NEXT

Columbia Lions vs. Brown on October 6th at 7:00 pm EST 

	
